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Professional Malpractice, Negligence, Products Liability, 
Commercial Litigation, Civil Litigation, Appellate Practice, 

Insurance Coverage Defense, Environmental Litigation. 

SEAN P. BUCKLEY, (Member) born Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, April 13, 1958; Admitted to 
Bar, New Jersey 1984; Pennsylvania 1984.  Education:  St. Joseph’s Preparatory School, Philadelphia 
(1976); Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland; Hamilton College (B.A., 1980); Rutgers University (J.D., 
1984). Peer Review Rated AV by Martindale-Hubbell*.  NJ Super Lawyer, 2005 – 2019. New Jersey’s 
Top Legal Minds 2012.   Certified by the Supreme Court of  New Jersey as a Civil Trial 
Attorney.  Member:  New Jersey State Bar Association (Member, Health and Hospital Section and 
Certified Civil Trial Attorney Section). Presentations, “Helpful Hints to Hopefully Avoid Malpractice,” 
Jefferson Spine Imaging Symposium, October 18, 2003; “NJ-ACEP, Scientific Assembly,” 2005.  
PRACTICE AREAS: Civil Litigation; Medical Malpractice; Insurance Defense; Products Liability; 
Commercial Litigation. Recipient of  EmCare’s National Trial Advocacy Award 2014. Current 
member of  the Supreme Court Model Civil Jury Charge Committee.  

WILLIAM G. THEROUX, (Member) born Morristown, New Jersey, May 6, 1959; Admitted to 
Bar, New Jersey 1984; U.S. District Court of  New Jersey 1984.  Education:  Montclair State College 
(B.A., magna cum laude, 1981); Seton Hall University (J.D., cum laude, 1984). Peer Review Rated AV 
by Martindale-Hubbell*.  NJ Super Lawyer, 2005 - 2012.  New Jersey’s Top Legal Minds 2012.   
Certified by the Supreme Court of  New Jersey as a Civil Trial Attorney.    Member: New Jersey 
State Bar. Community: Board of  Directors, Henry J. Austin Health Care Center, 1995 to 2000; Vice 
Chairperson Board of  Directors, Henry J. Austin Health Care Center, 1997 to 2000.  PRACTICE 
AREAS:  Medical Malpractice; Nursing Malpractice. 



TESS J. KLINE, (Member) born Boston, Massachusetts, October 29, 1964; Admitted to Bar, 
Pennsylvania 1990; New Jersey 1993.  Education:  Tufts University (B.A., cum laude, 1986); Boston 
University (J.D., 1990).  Author, “Medical Malpractice in Aspiration Biopsy and Cytology,” in Kline 
TS, Kline IK, Howell LP Breast – Guides to Clinical Aspiration Biopsy, Lippincott, 1999; “Liability Issues 
with the Papanicolaou Smear: General Legal Background”, Arch Pathol Lab Med, 121: 250-252, 1997; 
“Malpractice and Cytopathology” in Kline TS, Nguyen G-K Critical Issues in Cytopathology, Igaku-
Shoin, 1996; “Standards and the Law”, Diagnostic Cytopathology 12: 1995; “Cytopathology, Negligence 
and a Lawyer’s Opinion”, Diagnostic Cytopathology 11: 219, 1994; “Radiologists, Communication and 
Resolution 5:  A medical issue,” Radiology, 194: 131-134, 1992; Communication and Cytopathology – 
Part II: Malpractice” Diagnostic Cytopathology 7: 227-228, 1991. Presentations, “Helpful Hints to Hopefully 
Avoid Malpractice,” Jefferson Spine Imaging Symposium, October 18, 2003; “Medical Legal Issues in 
Gynecologic Cytology”, International Academy of  Pathology: United States and Canadian Division, 87th 
Annual Meeting, March 6, 1998; “Medical Legal Issues in Gynecologic Cytology”, Society for Health Care 
and Risk Management of  New Jersey, January 8, 1998; ”Cervical Cancer Screening: Challenges and 
Promises”, University of  Florida Health Science Center/Jacksonville Department of  Pathology, May 
10, 1997; “Medical Legal Issues in Gynecologic Cytology”, International Academy of  Pathology: United 
States and Canadian Division, 86th Annual Meeting, March 6, 1997; “Concepts and Critical Issues in 
Gynecologic and Breast Cytopathology: Malpractice Issues and Risk Management”, American Society of  
Clinical Pathology, Educational Course, February 7, 1997; “General Legal Background”, CAP 
Conference XXX: Liability and Quality Issues in Cervicovaginal Cytology, June 7, 1996; “Medical 
Legal Issues in Gynecologic Cytology”, International Academy of  Pathology: United States and Canadian 
Division, 85th Annual Meeting, March 29, 1996; “Concepts and Critical Issues in Gynecologic and Breast 
Cytopathology: Malpractice Issues and Risk Management”, American Society of  Clinical Pathology, 
Educational Course, February 16, 1996; “Critical Issues in Cytopathology: Malpractice”, American Society 
of  Cytopathology, 43rd Annual Scientific Meeting, November 10, 1995.  Named by New Jersey Law 
Journal, August 2002, as one of  the Top 40 Attorneys Under 40.   PRACTICE AREAS:  Civil 
Litigation; Medical Malpractice; Insurance Defense; Appellate Practice. Ms. Kline is highly-regarded 
by her clients in the medical field for her work on their behalf  before various professional Boards.  

JEREMY P. COOLEY, (Member) born July 9, 1955; Admitted to Bar, New Jersey 1981;  
Commonwealth of  Pennsylvania, 1981 and U.S. District Court.  Education: Lafayette College (B.A., 
1977); Seton Hall University (J.D., 1981). Certified by the Supreme Court of  New Jersey as a 
Civil Trial Attorney.  Member:  New Jersey State Bar Association.  Lecturer:  New Jersey State Bar 
Association ICLE Seminar, Obstetrical Malpractice Defense; University of  Medicine and Dentistry 
of  New Jersey Annual Medical Student Lecture on Medical Malpractice Litigation, 1995 “What to 
Expect in Deposition” U.M.D.N.J.: Malpractice.  Community:  Branchburg Historic Commission Vice 
Chairman. 

* * * * * * * * 



DANIEL R. ESPOSITO, (Of  Counsel) born Somerville, New Jersey, August 19, 1966; Admitted 
to Bar, New Jersey, 1991, Pennsylvania, 1993; United  States District Court of  New Jersey; United 
States Third Circuit Court of  Appeals. Education: Boston College (B.A., cum laude, 1988); American 
University, Washington College of  Law (J.D. 1991). Certified by The Supreme Court of  New 
Jersey as a Civil Trial Attorney.  Trustee, Somerset County Bar Association.  Reported Decisions: 
Williamson v. Waldman, 291 N.J. Super. 600 (App. Div.), rev’d, 150 N.J. 232 (1997)(Case of  first 
impression for New Jersey Appellate Division and New Jersey Supreme Court regarding “Fear of  
AIDS” claim). Williams v. Consovoy, 333 F. Supp. 2d 297 (D.N.J. 2004); Aff ’d, 453 F.3d. 173 (3rd Cir. 
2006) (granting absolute immunity to psychologist in §1983 action based on recommendations to 
parole board); Lectures and Presentations: Co-author, Lecturer, “The Law of  Malpractice in New Jersey” 
National Business Institute (1996); Co-author, Lecturer, “Analyzing Medical Records in New Jersey” 
Institute for Paralegal Education (1997); Co-author, Lecturer, “Third-Party Coverage in New Jersey”, 
National Business Institute (1997); Co-author, Lecturer, “Evidence in Trial Practice in New Jersey”, 
National Business Institute (1998); Co-author, Lecturer; “Bad Faith Litigation in New Jersey”, National 
Business Institute (2000); Co-author, Lecturer, “Mental Health Law in New Jersey” Medical Education 
Services (2000)(2001)(2003); Lecturer,  American Association of  Marriage & Family Therapists 
Annual Conference, “Legal Issues in Family Therapy” (2002), Co-Author, Lecturer, “Damages in Civil 
Practice in New Jersey”, National Business Institute, (2003); Lecturer, “Winning Your First Civil Trial”  
National Business Institute (2008); Author  “The Pregnant Patient Who Refuses Treatment Against Medical 
Advice – A Scenario That Implicates Issues of  Liability” New Jersey Law Journal [Health Care Law 
Supplement], Vol. CXCVII – No. 11 – Index 841 (September, 14, 2009); “Professional Liability to Third 
Parties: Potential Exposure of  Lawyers and Accountants” New Jersey Law Journal [Professional 
Malpractice Supplement], Vol. CXCIX – No. 2 – Index 55 (January 14, 2010).Co-Author, Lecturer, 
“Accountants Exposure: Protecting Yourself  From Liability and Fraud of  Others”,[Certified Course by N.J. 
Board of  Accountancy] (2011)(2012)(2013);  Author, Lecturer, Third Party Liability in New Jersey [Co-
Sponsored by Somerset County Bar Association and New Jersey State Bar Association, ICLE] 
(2011); Author, Lecturer, Legal Ethics: Conflicts of  Interest in Case Studies, (National Business 
Institute) (2012); Lecturer, Deposition Preparation for Nurses, [In Service Presentation, Hackensack 
University Medical Center](2013); Lecturer, Legal Malpractice Claims & Updates, [New Jersey Legal 
Training Academy] (2013);  Lecturer, The Patient Safety Act and Privilege Protection of  Post-Event 
Investigatory Documents, [Grand Rounds, Somerset Medical Center](2013); Panelist, “Show Me The Money: 
Capturing The Benefits and Avoiding the Risks of  Healthcare Reform” [New Jersey Hospital Association]
(2014); Lecturer, Author, How to Get Your Social Media, Email and Text Evidence Admitted (and keep 
Theirs Out), (National Business Institute)(2014); Lecturer, Advanced Issues in Personal Injury Litigation, 
(National Business Institute)(2014); Lecturer, Civil Trial Case Presentation in Federal Court, (National 
Business Institute)(2015); Lecturer, Civil Mediation – Process, Perspectives and Plaintiff  / Defense/ Mediator 
Tips for Success, (Somerset County Bar Association) (2015); Author, Recent Legal Developments: Exposure 
of  Health Care Facilities in Malpractice Actions Resulting from Negligent Credentialing, (American Health 
Lawyers Association, MedStaff  News (Volume 15, Issue 1 (May, 2016); Lecturer, Recent Developments in 
New Jersey Hospital Liability and Patient Safety Act (2016); Lecturer, “Protecting Your Patients, Protecting Your 
Practice” (RWJ Barnabas Health)(2017).  PRACTICE AREAS: Civil Litigation; Professional Liability 
Defense, Medical Malpractice, Health and Hospital Law; and Employment Litigation Defense. 

TERESA C. FINNEGAN, (Of  Counsel) born Voorhees, New Jersey, March 13, 1985; Admitted to 
Bar, New Jersey 2012; Commonwealth of  Pennsylvania 2012.  Education:  Imperial College, London, 



UK; University of  Pittsburgh (B.A., magna cum laude, 2007), Rutgers University – School of  Law – 
Camden (J.D., cum laude, 2012).  Clerkship: Honorable James Den Uyl, J.S.C., Superior Court, Ocean 
County.  Trained Mediator in New Jersey Superior Court.  PRACTICE AREAS:  Insurance 
Defense; Medical Malpractice; Civil Litigation. 

MICHAEL P. OPACKI, (Associate) born Trenton, New Jersey, April 12, 1977; Admitted to Bar, 
New Jersey 2002; Pennsylvania 2006.  Education: The College of  New Jersey (B.S., cum laude, 1999), 
Widener University School of  Law (J.D., cum laude, 2002).  Clerkship: Honorable Linda R. Feinberg, 
A.J.S.C. Superior Court Mercer County.  Author: Sacred Key: Historical Preservation may be the Key 
that will Allow Native Americans to Preserve and Protect Sacred Religious Sites, 4 J. L. & Soc. 
Challenges 117 (2002).  PRACTICE AREAS:  Insurance Defense; Medical Malpractice; Civil 
Litigation. 

CHARLES C. LOUGHERY, (Associate) born Sellersville, Pennsylvania, May 1992.  Admitted to 
Bar, State of  New Jersey 2016; Commonwealth of  Pennsylvania 2016.   Education: Millersville 
University of  Pennsylvania (B.A., summa cume laude, 2013); William & Mary Law School (J.D., 
2016).   Clinic Work: Lewis B. Puller, Jr., Veteran’s Benefits Clinic.   PRACTICE AREAS: Insurance 
Defense, Medical Malpractice, Civil Litigation. 

SARAH A. BUCKLEY, (Associate) born Princeton, New Jersey, June 1989. Admitted to Bar, State 
of  New Jersey 2016; U.S. District Court, District of  New Jersey 2016. Education: Melbourne 
University, Australia; Saint Joseph’s University (B.S., 2011); Rutgers University School of  Law—
Camden (J.D., 2015). Clerkship: Honorable Kevin M. Shanahan, J.S.C., Somerset County. Trained 
Mediator in New Jersey Superior Court. PRACTICE AREAS: Insurance Defense; Medical 
Malpractice; Civil Litigation.  

SHEILA MURUGAN, (Associate) born Freehold, New Jersey, November 1990. Admitted to Bar, 
State of  New Jersey 2017. Admitted to Bar, State of  New York, 2019. Education: University of  
Connecticut (B.S., 2013); Michigan State University College of  Law (J.D., 2017); Michigan State 
University (MBA, 2017). Clerkship: Honorable Francis R. Hodgson, Jr., P.J.Ch.P., Ocean County.  
Trained Mediator in New Jersey Superior Court. PRACTICE AREAS: Medical Malpractice. 

ELIZABETH G. THOMPSON, (Associate), born New York City, August 1983. Admitted to 
Bar, State of  Pennsylvania 2012, State of  New Jersey 2016; U.S. District Court, District of  New 
Jersey 2016; New York 2019.  Education: Dickinson College (B.A., 2007); Temple University Beasley 
School of  Law (J.D., 2011) Author:  A Change to Relation Back, 18 TEX. J. C.L. & C.R. 181 (Spring 
2014). Clerkship: Honorable James R. Swift, J.S.C., Cumberland County. Trained Mediator in New 
Jersey Superior Court. PRACTICE AREAS: Medical Malpractice; Civil Litigation. 



GINA VINCENZA BRIGNOLA, (Associate) born Hialeah, Florida, October 1991. Admitted to Bar, 
State of  New Jersey 2019; State of  New York 2019. Education: Florida International University (B.S. 
in Biomedical Engineering, 2014); University of  Miami (J.D., magna cum laude, 2018). Clinic Experience: 
University of  Miami Health Rights Clinic. Clerkship: Honorable Christopher D. Rafano, J.S.C., 
Middlesex County. Trained Mediator in New Jersey Superior Court. PRACTICE AREAS: Medical 
Malpractice.  

CV, BV, and AV are registered certification marks of  Reed Elsevier Properties Inc., used in accordance with the Martindale-Hubbell 
certification procedure's standards and policies.  Martindale-Hubbell is the facilitator of  a peer review process that rates lawyers. 
Ratings reflect the confidential opinions of  members of  the Bar and the Judiciary. Martindale-Hubbell Peer Review Ratings fall into 
two categories - legal ability and general ethical standards. 

Super Lawyers selects attorneys using a rigorous, multiphase rating process. Peer nominations and evaluations are combined with third 
party research. Each candidate is evaluated on 12 indicators of  peer recognition and professional achievement. Selections are made on 
an annual, state-by-state basis.  

The objective is to create a credible, comprehensive and diverse listing of  outstanding attorneys that can be used as a resource for 
attorneys and consumers searching for legal counsel. Since Super Lawyers is intended to be used as an aid in selecting a lawyer, we 
limit the lawyer ratings to those who can be hired and retained by the public, i.e., lawyers in private practice and Legal Aid attorneys. 

The Super Lawyers selection process involves three basic steps: creation of  the candidate pool; evaluation of  candidates by the 
research department; and peer evaluation by practice area. 

This list of  Top Rated Lawyers was created by LexisNexis® Martindale-Hubbell®, the company that has long set the standard for 
peer review ratings, sharing its list of  local lawyers who have reached the highest levels of  ethical standards and professional 
excellence.  Generations of  lawyers have relied on LexisNexis® Martindale-Hubbell® as the authoritative resource for information on 
the legal profession worldwide. With a history spanning 140 years, the Martindale-Hubbell® database consists of  more than 1 million 
lawyers and law firms in over 160 countries. Thousands of  people refer to the database every day to find attorneys across town or 
across the globe confirm their credentials based on independent evaluations of  their skills and experience, and then select firms and 
lawyers that are the best fit for their personal and professional legal needs.  To create this list of  Top Rated Lawyers, LexisNexis® 
Martindale-Hubbell® tapped its comprehensive database of  Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ to identify lawyers who 
have been rated by their peers to be AV® Preeminent™—the highest Peer Review Rating available. Martindale-Hubbell Peer Review 
Ratings are driven by the confidential opinions of  lawyers and members of  the judiciary who receive invitations from LexisNexis® 
Martindale-Hubbell®, via an online survey or by mail, to provide reviews of  lawyers of  whom they have professional knowledge. Peer 
Review Rated lawyers are not required to have a paid listing on Lawyers.com or martindale.com®. To learn more about Martindale-
Hubbell Peer Review Ratings, please go to www.martindale.com/ratings. These lawyers can be found online at Lawyers.com and 
martindale.com®, in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law Directory in print and CD-ROM formats, and online through the LexisNexis® 
services and at lexis.com®.  The selection of  Areas of  Practice featured in the listings published here is composed from the top 60 
searched Areas of  Practice online at Lawyers.com and martindale.com®. To find all additional Areas of  Practice please visit these 
sites.

http://www.martindale.com/ratings
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